
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          November 12, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 250 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, in most areas of my life I need to be able to be 
assertive, and even aggressive.  I need to be able to pursue my 
own well-being and my own interests when it is important and 
necessary to do so.  However, in the area of my own interior 
life, and especially in being able to relate to myself, being 
assertive and aggressive are not helpful.  I am very assertive in 
seeking to cultivate the qualities of my life I enjoy and value, 
and am very aggressive about eliminating whatever I believe is 
useless or worthless.  In this internal environment, any effort 
on your part to enlighten me as to the actual person I am is 
met with hostility or indifference, and is therefore not often 
successful.  When I think about this way I relate to myself, I am 
brought to the realization that I am more foolish than wise in 
doing so, an insight I think of as both useless and worthless, 
and therefore an insight I want to eliminate.  I am asking you to 
help me by pressing upon me the wisdom of considering how 
foolish I am when I aggressively cultivate only the qualities 
about me which I like. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 25:1-13 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 392 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 404 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for November 19, 2017  
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30. 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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The Love of God 
In Christianity, the primary characteristic of God is love. What we 
think this means matters a great deal, because what we think it 
means determines how we believe the love of God is manifest in 
our lives. I suggest that virtually everyone thinks of the love of God 
as a feeling, and believes God’s love manifests itself in our lives by 
our feeling loved or having positive regard our ourselves. This belief 
works its way into our culture in the form of a bias or partiality that 
favors feeling “good” in the many forms that takes, “up,” “positive,” 
“optimistic,” and “enthusiastic” being examples. We unconsciously 
and automatically prefer these experiences, and do not recognize 
that by doing so we are victimized by our culture’s prejudice toward 
feeling “good.” So pervasive is this bias that we rarely notice how it 
diminishes our experience of our own lives. “Good” is an evaluation, 
which has the effect of focusing our curiosity and interest onto 
certain things, and diverting our curiosity and interest away from 
many other things. 
 
It would be more useful to think of God’s love as an activity. God is 
always loving us by the cultivation and support of cognition—the 
mental activity of acquiring knowledge and understanding through 
thought, experience, and the senses. God loves us by bringing us 
such things as “awareness,” “perception,” “sensitivity,” and 
“consciousness.” The love of God has nothing to do with how we 
feel, and everything to do with being aware of how we feel. We 
know God loves us because insights form, awareness expands, 
perception deepens, sensitivity heightens, and consciousness 
unfolds. As God’s love for us works its way in us, we are introduced 
to components of our life that to us “feel” both “good” and “bad,” 
and this is by way of our being given the opportunity to become 
familiar with them and understand them. God’s covenant with us is 
not that we will “feel good,” but that we will be given the fullness 
of our own life. This involves being introduced to elements of our 
life from which we are disconnected and don’t particularly want or 
enjoy [redemption], which keeps us safe from wearing out by 
constantly seeking to be someone we think we should be or want 
to be rather than are [salvation]. 

[Jim Robie, 10-25-17]  
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Ordinary Time – Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 25:1-13] 

 Historically there are four “senses of scripture,” different ways 
to read and interpret texts: Historical, Moral, Allegorical and 
Anagogical. The one with which we are the most familiar is the 
Moral. In this sense we read a text looking for the moral, for 
something we are to do, or some way for us to behave. If we 
interpret this text from the Moral Sense of Scripture, which we 
have all learned to do, the moral is that it is better to be wise than 
foolish, and the effort we then make is to be wise. “Wise” is the 
English translation of a Greek word meaning “thoughtful, implying 
a cautious character;” “foolish” is the English translation of a Greek 
word meaning “dull or stupid, heedless, i.e. mindless or 
thoughtless.” If we interpret this text from the Anagogical Sense of 
Scripture, the text helps us understand how God is leading us and 
where God is leading us. In the case of this text, the text tells us 
that God will help us see when we are foolish as the way to teach 
us how to be wise. We will interpret this text from the Anagogical 
Sense. 
 The text says: “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.” If 
we think of the “kingdom of heaven” as referring to the “influence 
of God” in our life, and if we think of the influence of God as being 
bringing us insights which enlighten us about our life, then with 
regard to this text, God enlightens us about our being foolish. God 
does not judge us for being foolish. Instead, God encourages us to 
learn from being foolish, something that cannot happen if we do 
not know we are foolish. 
 One of the ways we moralize on this story is to read it as saying 
that the bridesmaids reaped the consequences of their choices. We 
need to rethink this, for our sakes. We will use the “wedding 
banquet” as a metaphor for those times when we are more 
enlightened, when we enjoy increased perception and 
understanding. At different times in life a door opens to increased 
perception and understanding. About half the time we are able to 
go through this door when it opens, and we find ourselves in the 
light and are enlightened. However, the other half of the time the 
door shuts before we are ready to go through it and we are left in 

the dark. Our moralistic minds assume that we should be able to go 
through this door any and every time it opens. The weight of this 
kind of moralizing will crush us. It will require that we be constantly 
vigilant, and places the burden of our enlightenment on our 
shoulders. We will constantly be looking for enlightenment, a 
mental activity that will render us incapable of receiving the 
unexpected insights that bring enlightenment, especially the insight 
that we are not enlightened, that we are foolish. The door to 
enlightenment opens when it does, and we are either ready for that 
opening or not. What God allows us to recognize is whether or not 
we went through the door. God helps us recognize insights when 
they come to us, and then helps us mine them for their riches. God 
also helps us recognize when we are in a situation where insights 
would be useful, and we were either not receptive to them or were 
unable to hold onto them, so there was no light to help illumine the 
darkness. Either way, God helps us inhabit what has happened and 
think about it. It is this awareness regarding whether we were wise 
or foolish that we are to keep awake and watch for. This insight 
comes after the fact, and it tells us whether we were thoughtful or 
were thoughtless, so we can pay attention to whichever we were. 
The door will open again, at a time and for reasons that are beyond 
our control. The opening of the door is something we can trust to 
happen, and is not something we need to worry about. God will help 
us perceive whether we went through the door or not, and will help 
us learn from the experience by considering what happened. We 
never know when such an insight will come, so we are encouraged 
to watch for it. 
 Living in this way seems strange to us. To our way of thinking, we 
are supposed to take charge of things by being thoughtful, and use 
our thinking to make something out of ourselves. In many areas of 
life this is in fact how life works best. We use our minds to educate 
ourselves about much of life. But this procedure does not work well 
in the area of self-knowledge and on the religious journey. In the 
area of self-knowledge and on the religious journey our mind needs 
to be more receptive than assertive, cautious in how we approach 
our own life and not so aggressive. The Greek word translated into 
English as “wise” implies this kind of caution. Normally we approach 



our life aggressively, wanting to change whatever we notice. God 
is more interested in our staying with what we notice, so we can 
explore it and understand ourselves better, which is being 
thoughtful, and is how we are made wise about ourselves. Perhaps 
it is this cautious character that God is sensitive to and notices. 
When this caution is present, the door to perception opens more 
often and insights come more frequently. In verse 12 the 
bridegroom says to the five foolish bridesmaids: “Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.” The word translated as “know” is properly the 
verb “to see,” and refers to “mechanical, passive or casual vision.” 
We might say the bridegroom did not notice these five. The five 
recognized their lack of oil, but treated the lack of oil as a problem 
to be solved rather than as something to be understood, and so 
they were lacking the cautious character that would make use of 
the increase of perception represented as the wedding banquet. 
The lack of this cautious and receptive character in the five results 
in the door to perception being shut. I am suggesting that when 
this happens God “awakens” us to the truth of it.  In my experience, 
God then helps us relax, and remember that the door will open 
again. In this way God slowly makes our character more cautious 
and less aggressive, more receptive and less assertive. 
 This story is written in a clever way that forces us to raise 
objections. Why does the bridegroom not realize that his being late 
is what created the problem for five of the bridesmaids? Why does 
he not take that into account and admit them? Why were the five 
who did not share their oil chastised for not sharing? Why were the 
five who were excluded not admitted once they had oil? We are 
forced by the story to consider these kinds of issues, trying to 
answer questions that cannot be answered, so that the futility of 
moralizing on the story will dawn on us and we will look for another 
way to interpret it. The suggestion is to understand the influence 
of God as that of helping us see our life from the perspective where 
we are both wise and foolish at different times, and especially as 
helping us to realize when we are foolish. This understanding will 
help us be more accepting of what we do and do not do, and will 
help us to be more compassionate toward and appreciative of our 
life. The counsel is to stay awake and look for this shift in 

perspective where we are able to include both wise and foolish in 
how we see ourselves. “Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.” 

[Jim Robie, 11-8-17, A, O.T. 23rd after Pentecost, Matthew 25:1-13] 


